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Clean Water Indiana funds distributed to 92 counties

INDIANAPOLIS (April 11, 2016) — The Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) and the State
Soil Conservation Board (SSCB) recently distributed $901,500 to 92 Soil and Water Conservation
Districts (SWCDs) through the Clean Water Indiana (CWI) program. These funds will help strengthen
Indiana's conservation efforts and address natural resource concerns at the local level.

Administered by the SSCB, CWI is a water quality-related erosion and sediment reduction program
funded from a portion of state cigarette tax revenue. Through the program, ISDA and the SSCB provide
an annual match of up to $10,000 to SWCDs who receive funding from a local governmental entity.

"l applaud our local leaders for their support of Indiana’'s Soil and Water Conservation Districts, which
continue to play a vital role in protecting our state's soil and water resources,” said Ted McKinney, ISDA
Director. "With their help, land users have been able to effectively implement conservation practices
voluntarily for the past 75 years, so we have a conservation model that is working in Indiana.”

Recently, Senate Enrolled Act (SEA) 238 was signed into law by Governor Mike Pence which makes
several changes to the CWI program, working to improve Indiana's conservation efforts. Authored by Sen.
Susan Glick (R-LaGrange) and Sen. Mark Messmer (R-Jasper), SEA 238 eliminates a barrier for SWCDs,
who want to merge and share resources, by increasing the state’s matching grant based on the number
of merging districts.

Additionally, the legislation allows a SWCD that did not receive the maximum amount of funding from a
political subdivision to obtain additional funding from an alternative source and qualify for a CWI
match. This law goes into effect on July 1, 2016.

"By eliminating this barrier and providing additional resources, Indiana’s Soil and Water Conservation
Districts will be better equipped to improve overall water quality and soil health across the state," said
Jordan Seger, Director of ISDA's Division of Soil Conservation. "Since our natural resources are critical to
the future of agriculture, we must do everything we can to conserve them by assisting land users with
their voluntary conservation efforts."

For more information about the CWI program, visit www.in.gov/isda/2379.htm, or for more information
about the SSCB, please visit www.in.gov/isda/2361.htm.
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ABOUT ISDA

The Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) was established as a separate state agency by the
Legislature in 2005. The Director is appointed by the Governor and is a member of the Governor’s
Cabinet. Administratively, ISDA reports to Lt. Governor Eric Holcomb, who also serves as Indiana’s
Secretary of Agriculture and Rural Development. Major responsibilities include advocacy for Indiana
agriculture at the local, state and federal level, managing soil conservation programs, promoting
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economic development and agricultural innovation, serving as a regulatory ombudsman for agricultural
businesses, and licensing grain firms throughout the state.
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